ground.”

Conclusion

The works of faith (fruit of the Spirit) are congtad with the works of
the flesh in ScriptureGalatians 5:16-21). The Christian will stand before
God and give account of his life and every man'skeshall be manifestl (
Corinthians 3:10-15, 4:5, Il Corinthians 5:11, Colossans 3:24, Matthew
16:24-27). Our good works will follow us into the Kingdonf &God, as tin
cans tied to a dog's tail follow the doBevelation 14:12-13, “Here is the
patience of the saints: here are they that keegt@mmandments of God, and
the faith of Jesus. And | heard a voice from heasaying unto me, Write,
Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord fromcafmth: Yea, saith the
Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; atheir works do follow them.”
According toRevelation 22:11, whatever condition we die in is the condition
we stay in throughout eternity. Only in Christ,dhgh regeneration, can we
perform good works, that is, God working throughbydHis mercy and grace.
The invitation is given ilRevelation 22:17, “And the Spirit and the bride say,
Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. Andifetthat is athirst come.
And whosoever will, let him take the water of fifeely.” The warning is
given inRevelation 14:18-19, “And another angel came out from the altar,
which had power over fire; and cried with a lougy ¢o him that had the sharp
sickle, saying, Thrust in thy sharp sickle, anchgathe clusters of the vine of
the earth; for her grapes are fully ripe.And thegehthrust in his sickle into
the earth, and gathered the vine of the earth, aadt it into the great
winepress of the wrath of GodWhere will you spend eternity?

“By obedience to the commands of God, we evideheesincerity of our
holy profession. By this our faith is declared geeuwbefore men. . .Whoever
pretends to believe in Jesus and is not habituaheful to perform good
works, his faith is worthless, barren, dead. Byoadyconversation, in which
our light shines before men, we edify our brethrgilence opposers, and
preserve the Gospel from those reproaches whicHdwatherwise be cast
upon it, as if it were a licentious doctrine.”

-Abraham Booth

“That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pfeng, being fruitful in
every good work, and increasing in the knowledgéad.”
Colossians 1:10
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Good Works

“This is a faithful saying, and these things | viftt thou affirm
constantly, that they which have believed in Goghtbe careful
to maintain good works. These things are good araditpble
unto men.”

Titus3:8

+ Glorifying God +

The expression “good works” is found in the New
Testament at least thirty times either in the diagor plural
form. Five times the expression is used in the bobKitus
alone. After salvation comes service and glorifyfagd in our
life. Holiness and sanctification is very much atpaf the
Christian’s life.

“The adornment of good works, the adornment in Whie hope
to enter heaven, is the blood and righteousnedsais Christ; but
the adornment of a Christian here below is histeds, his piety,
his consistency. If some people had a little maegypthey would
not require such a showy dress; if they had eelittlore godliness
to set them off, they would have no need whatevéetalways
decorating themselves. The best earrings that aamocan wear
are the earrings of hearing the Word with attentidhe very best
ring that we can have upon our finger is the rihgttthe father
puts upon the finger of the prodigal son, whenshierought back;
and the very best dress we can ever wear is a garmeught by
the Holy Spirit, the garment of a consistent condBut it is
[amazing], while many are taking all the troublesyhcan to array
this poor body, they have very few ornaments feir thoul; they
forgot to dress the soul.” -C. H. Spurgeon
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This article will discuss three aspects of good ksoitheir importance,
purpose, and examples of good works. We must mloinfgiving good works
their proper place. The Christian is not saved dgdgworks Ephesians 2:8-9)
but is saved for good work€hesians 2:10). In this, we must preach the
whole counsel of God.

THE NECESSITY OF Goob WORKS

The relationship between faith and good works éaity seen in Scripture.
After regeneration, the Christian's life here omtleas a reflection of their
eternal state. I itus 3:8 we are told that everyone who believes in Goais t
maintain good works. As one author put it, “Therfdation of all good works is
believing in God, Who is the object of faith an@ytihat believe are enjoined to
maintain good works.” Good works are simply theitfaf salvation. Martin
Luther said, “Good works are faith incarnate”, tisatthey are the manifestation
of faith as Christ was the manifestation of Gode Tdoctrine of the gospel
clearly presents good works flowing from faith. Gldamself has joined these
two together and what God has joined together tetmman put asunder.
Justification and sanctification are closely assted together with one another.
We must not undervalue holinestgbrews 12:14, “Follow peace with all men,
and holiness, without which no man shall see thed'lLoAgain, those who
believe in God are to maintain good works.

In Titus 2:14, the believer is to be zealous of good works. &iamot the
enemy of good works for both are mentioned in thetext. Inverses 11-12,
grace teaches holiness which purifies God’s pedplegood works. In
Ephesians 2:10, the believers are called God’s workmanshifmr we are his
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good wjonhich God hath before
ordained that we should walk in themMlany times we quotgerses 8-9 and
never mentiorver se 10. The word workmanshimeans to compose. We get our
English word poem from the Greek word poiemdich is translated
“workmanship.” We are God’s poem. A Christian ipeason in whom God has
worked. One author put it this way, “God set ablesimark on His people, it is
the badge by which we are known, not greatnessdiyasplendor, riches, or
outward excellency.”

THE PURPOSE OF GOOD WORKS

According toMatthew 5:14-16, good works are to glorify GodYe are the
light of the world. A city that is set on an hilrmot be hid. Neither do men light
a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a cestittk; and it giveth light unto
all that are in the house.Let your light so shirefdobe men, that themay see
your good works, and glorify your Father which i3 heaveri. The first
occurrence of the expression reveals the reasagofodt works in the life of the
Christian. Pharisees acted to be seen of matthew 6:1-3, 5, 16-18). All that
we do as a believer should be for the glory andoharf God without selfish
motives. Our good works should be of such chardbtgreven the ungodly will
know they proceed from God,Peter 2:12, “Having your conversation honest

among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak apgms as evildoers, they
may by your good works, which they shall beholdyiigl God in the day of
visitation.” Our position in God’s kingdom is clearly definederses 9-11,
“But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthoawl holy nation, a peculiar
people; that ye should shew forth the praises wf Wwho hath called you out of
darkness into his marvellous light: Which in timespwere not a people, but
are now the people of God: which had not obtaineztcyn but now have
obtained mercy. Dearly beloved, | beseech you emngérs and pilgrims,
abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against tloails We are not of this
world and our life should be pleasing to our Londevery way. As John the
Baptist declared in reference to MessidHe must increase, but | must
decrease.” John 3:30.

EXAMPLES OF GOOD WORKS

There are many examples of individuals in Scriptwte performed good
works. Mary of Bethany is commended by the Lord ier good work in
Matthew 26:10, “When Jesus understood it, he said unto them, \Wiuple ye
the woman? for she hath wrought a good work upori mie context\(er ses
1-13) reveals that she knew what true worship andgaegifice were. She gave
what really cost because of her love and devotoGad. According toverse
13, Her deed of anointing Christ was to be made kntawte world,"Verily |
say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall becheghin the whole world,
there shall also this, that this woman hath doreetdid for a memorial of her.”
The Lord Jesus Christ proved Himself to be the Massiah by His works in
John 10:37-38, “If | do not the works of my Father, believe me.rigat if | do,
though ye believe not me, believe the works: thahgy know, and believe, that
the Father is in me, and | in himHis earthly ministry was centered around
doing good Acts 10:38), “How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy
Ghost and with power: who went about doing goodl healing all that were
oppressed of the devil; for God was with hinn” John 8:39 Abraham is
known as a follower of God by his worksThey answered and said unto him,
Abraham is our father. Jesus saith unto them, lisgee Abraham's children, ye
would do the works of AbrahamDorcas was a woman of faith and full of
good works Acts 9:36) “Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named
Tabitha, which by interpretation is called Dorcdkis woman was full of good
works and deeds which she did:he apostle speaks of the Thessalonians work
of faith and labour of love ih Thessalonians 1:2-3. If someone examined our
works would they add up, and would we be knownhant as a believer? If our
good works are in order, we do not need a tee-gshirbumper sticker
advertising our Christianity. John Bunyan said, &Than who is fullest of good
works is fittest to live and fittest to die: | anow at any time, ready to be
offered, saith fruitfulPaul (I Timothy 4:6). Whereas he that is barren is
neither fit to live, nor fit to die, to die he higlsis convinced he is not fit, and
to live, God Himself saith he is not fit, cut it wio, why cumbereth it the



