outside the home, grandparents will be able to p&ay little role in their
lives.

The Reward of Grandparents

The reward of grandparents is to see their childmeth grandchildren
walking with the Lord God“l have no greater joy than to hear that my
children walk in truth.” (3 John 4) It is a wonderful blessing when
children imitate the faith of godly parents andmglarents. According to
Jeremiah 35, Jonadab’s descendents (House of the Rechabites) still
walking in his faith and instructions a few hundngghrs after his death.
This kind of report would thrill the heart of anyagdparent. We must
strive to leave this kind of legacy among our dadeaits. We must have a
positive impact on our grandchildren. The greatekeritance you can
leave them is a good name. This is not the tingptol them with the junk
of this world, but prepare them to lay up treasurebeaven. We must
forever pray for their welfare in the Kingdom of &o

In conclusion, the gray hair should be respected leanored in our
family, church, and society. They have a lot toeoffo the younger
generation. Many churches are entertaining thehyawhile ignoring the
aged. In the United States, since 1978, the Suaftay Labor Day has
been set aside to honor grandparents. | suggestihdonor them 365
days a year and give them the proper role in thelyaand the Kingdom
of God.

“The glory of young men is their strength: and thesauty of old men is
the gray head.”
Proverbs 20:29
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Grandparents

“When | call to remembrance the unfeigned faithttisan

thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Loisdathy

mother Eunice; and | am persuaded that in thee.dlso
[l Timothy 1:5

Most of us have fond memories of grandparents wid h
a special place in our hearts. The Bible has muockaty
about grandparents. They play a major role in thregéom
of God. The book of Genesis is a foundational bdtells
about families, births, deaths, marriages, fathersthers,
sons, daughters, grandchildren, and even great
grandchildren. By these records, God is showingthes
importance of each position. Godly grandparentsagori
stability, experience, and wisdom to the familyudn, and
community. As they are dear to the heart of God,nwest
honor them and lift them up in high esteem, forythee a
gift from heaven. Amen.
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In this article we will take a brief look at thel@p responsibilities,
and rewards of grandparents. Numerous grandmaodinergrandfathers
are found in the Scriptures, but the name “grantiertis mentioned
only once. | pray that this article will be a bliegs

The Role of Grandparents

Grandparentsplay an important role in the life of the familyn I
Il Timothy 1:5, the writer speaks of the faith of Timothy alonghahis
mother and grandmother (Lois) who had given hinmitsgil instructions,
“When | call to remembrance the unfeigned faithttlsgin thee, which
dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy motHgeunice; and | am
persuaded that in thee alsoThere is no mention of his father, except that
he was a Gentile. Lois, Timothy's grandmother, veaslevout Jewish
woman who had taught her daughter and grandsomeiOtd Testament
Scriptures. Her faith is called unfeigned, thatwsthout hypocrisy or
deceit. In other words, her faith was genuine. \&edmore grandmothers
like this in our world.

In Holy Writ, we always see grandparents listeith family. For
example, when Jacob and his family went down topEgy live, his sons
and his son’s sons’ and sons’ daughters are meuatjorAnd Jacob rose
up from Beer-sheba: and the sons of Israel cardiacob their father, and
their little ones, and their wives, in the wagortscl Pharaoh had sent to
carry him. And they took their cattle, and theirogs, which they had
gotten in the land of Canaan, and came into Egigtpb, and all his seed
with him: His sons, and his sons' sons with hins, daughters, and his
sons' daughters, and all his seed brought he with imto Egypt.
(Genesis 46:5-7). Again in Exodus 10:2, a similar statement is given,
“And that thou mayest tell in the ears of thy samd of thy son's son, what
things | have wrought in Egypt, and my signs whittave done among
them; that ye may know how that | am the LORID.the Bible, we do not
see grandparents running the roads in motor homiagrgg in retirement
villages in Florida, neither do we find them throwif in nursing homes.
Most of the elderly receive physical care in thpleees apart from family
care. The government has helped divide the farhitpugh their many
programs. One of these is Social Security. Not @iy costly, but also it
opened a way fograndparents to live independently from their ateifd
and grandchildren. In years past, they had to lmotheir family for
provisions, but not so in our modern society. Mgmgndparents are

separated from family and their God given role. iThée is centered
around bingo, bridge, pulling the levers of slotchmaes, and shopping.
God help us to realize our purpose in life as we agd mature in our
lives. In Proverbs 17:6, we have a picture of an aging grandparent
delighting in his grandchildren. In the first clausve are told,
“Children's children are the crown of old men . This verse speaks
of a mutual love between grandparents and grardiehil that they
share in each other. Each relationship in lifepecgal and unique and
the same is true of the grandparents and grandehildt is a gift from
our Creator.

The Responsbility of Grandparents

Grandparenting has its responsibilities, and thatii pass on a spiritual
heritage to the next generatioRsélms 78:1-7). Grandparents are to
infuse their faith not only to their children, balso to their grandchildren,
Deuteronomy 4:9, “Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul
diligently, lest thou forget the things which thieyges have seen, and lest
they depart from thy heart all the days of thy: Idat teach them thy sons,
and thy sons' sons.They must be established in the covenant of their
God. It has been said that, “Youth is the timedbigstruction, middle age
is the time to use it, and old age is the timedespit on.” We teach not
only by word, but also by examplerover bs 16:31, “The hoary head is a
crown of glory, if it be found in the way of rightesness.” The white hair
represents wisdom and experience. It is a wondeestimony to the
younger generation when the older generation badfan righteousness.
In Genesis 48, we see the concern of Jacob to bless his graddehi(the
sons of Joseph) as he lay dying. Joseph knew tip@riamce of this
blessing on his children. Families had much cléssrin times past than
in our society. Abraham helped in the training & randchildren. He
had many children and lived about 35 years afi@adsmarried Genesis
18:19, 25:1-6).

According toTitus 2:1-7, the older are to be teachers of the younger.
Grandparents are extremely important in the life abfildren. God
purposely slows them down to fulfill their role. &h have the time,
experience, maturity, wisdom, stability, and loggerform this task. God
never intended the experience of life to be wasbed,to be passed on.
Grandparents are to be a testimony to the littiesan their life, marriage,
work, and faithfulness to God. By the way, if cidd are placed in school



