EXAMPLES IN SCRIPTURES OF SOLEMN ASSEMBLIES

This institution is found in both the Old and Newvestaments.
When God’s people were backslidden, judgment waaicthe and a
leader would rise up and call God’s people to régece.

The following list is taken from an article writtelny another
author:

1. Exodus 33:7. (Moses) took a tabernacle and pitched it outside th
camp, a distance from the sins of the people, aliddcon the Le-
vites to sanctify themselves.

2. | Samud 7:5-6. (Samuel) required all the people to pray and fast
while confessing their sins.

3. Il Chronicles 15:9-15. (Asa) called a Solemn Assembly in Jerusa-
lem whereby the people entered into a covenant thighLord to
seek Him with their whole heart.

4. 11 Chronicles 20:3-1. (Jehoshaphat) called Judah to fast and seek
the Lord when their enemies surrounded them. Gpérsaturally
delivered His people.

5. Il Chronicles 23:16. (Jehoiada) caused a covenant to be made be-
tween Himself and the people, to be the Lord’'s peoHe then
cleansed the land of sin.

6. Il Chronicles 29:5. (Hezekiah) called for a Solemn Assembly.
There were many days of worship and seeking Ga¥srfand the
celebrating of Passover.

7. 11 Chronicles 34:31-33. (Josiah) called upon the people to enter
into a covenant with the Lord to walk in His ways.

8. Ezra 8:21-23; 9:5-15. (Ezra) proclaimed a fast which led to a pub-
lic humiliation and putting away of sin.

9. Nehemiah 8:1. Again, an agreement was made to put away sin
which they put in writing.

10. Jonah 3:7. (Ninevah) The king appointed a fast, in which they
were to humble themselves, both people and animals.

“Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laugihbe turned to
mourning, and your joy to heaviness.” James 4:9
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"hath appeared to all men." Titus 2:11

Solemn Assemb

“Sanctify ye a fast, call a solemn assembly, gatmeeldersand all the in-
habitants of the landhto the house of the LORD your God, and cry unto the

LORD.” Jod 1:14

+ Biblical I nstitution +

This Biblical institution is found throughotite entire Old Tes-
tament. The Solemn Assembly was a summons for Bogmess
with God. It was an occasion for corporate reperdanf God’s
covenant people. It was a time to seek the Lormake fand to con-
fess sins. It was an opportunity to enter into Gddoly presence
with prayer and fasting. The Solemn Assembly waseason to
prepare one’s heart for the promises and blessiighe Lord.
The Solemn Assembly is a solemn responsibilityGod’s cove-
nant people.

“Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast,

call a solemn assembly”
Jod 2:15
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The Solemn Assembly is mentioned about twéntgs in Scripture
in ten verses. It was an occasion of corporatentapee and confession
of sin by God’s people. That is, a self-examinatamu seeking God’s
favor. The Solemn Assembly was a time of restréirv. 23:36). It
was a time to deal with sin and do business witd.Gowas an occa-
sion to seek God's favor and to avoid His judgm@stpersonal repen-
tance is necessary for personal forgiveness, suocate repentance is
necessary for corporate forgiveness. In the Solassembly there was
fasting, praying, confession of sins, humility,riing to God, broken-
ness, and self-examination. It was a time to waegd, mourn over sin,
“Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughte turned to
mourning, and your joy to heavinesgdmes 4.9

THE CAUSE FOR THE ASSEMBLY

In Joel 1:13-20, there is a call to a Solemn Assembly because of

God'’s judgment on His people. The entire chaptscilees the type of
judgment that was upon the people. There was thigstogplague that
had destroyed the land and other calamities mesdicas well. The
nation was devastated by divine interventidbhapter one and
chapter two describe the horrible judgment. The locust plagas just
a foretaste of God’s judgment upon the nationshatliord’s coming
which is called the Day of the Lordhapters 1:15; 2:1,11). In chapter
1:8-20, the people mourn because of God’s judgment upemt The
party is over and all is gone. \rerses 12 and 16, the people had lost
their joyfulness in serving the Lord. rerse 13, worship had stopped,
there were no daily sacrifice and no coming betbespresence of God
as He had commanded. Again, this chapter descdivease judgment
because of the rebellion of the peoplevénse 16, food is cut off from
the people and thereby the loss of joy and gladireske House of

God. Then inverse 17, the land is dry, the barns are empty and broken

down, and the beasts groan accordingrdses 18-19 because they
have no pasture. The beasts also cry for waterulseci is dried up.
God had brought these curses because He was aitgrydis people
and the only solution was repentance.

THE CALL TO THE ASSEMBLY

The Solemn Assembly was literally a sacred stoppégat is,
everything was to stop. Business as usual was iteecim a halt for

assembling with God’s people at God’'s Housechapter 1:12-13

and chapter 2:15-17, the leaders were to call the people to a Solemn

Assembly. They were to sanctify or set apart tlag. d’hey were to
fast and cry out to God over their sin and His judgt. One writer
said, “The cry of Pentecost must precede the betiedi of
Pentecost.” This was a time of corporate worshig eonfession of
sin. The public assembly was for everyone accortbropapter 2:15-
17. That is, the priests, leaders, children, infaats] even the newly
weds. All were to gather before the presence olLtitd. No one was
to be left behind. There was a national crisis smaveryone was to
attend the meeting. Fasting was commanded, buindgast of no
spiritual value if sin is not dealt withlggiah 1:2-20; 58:1-14).
Solomon’s prayer at the dedication of the templeaés that outward
plagues only reveal the plagues of the hearDdniel chapter nine,
Daniel cries out unto God for revelation concernihg captivity of
his people and confesses his sins and the sitgeoptople. May our
Solemn Assemblies be a time to truly deal withisiaur lives.

THE CONSEQUENCES OF THIS ASSEMBLY

In Jod 2:13, there is a list of blessings and promises (gnaeecy,
kindness, and favor). Imerses 18-27, we see God dwelling in the
midst of His people and the land restored. Therpeisce, joy, and
excitement among God’s covenant people. They airgusily and
physically blessed by their God. Even the animals lve nourished
and provided for on the land. God promised to restdl that had
been lost or taken away irerses 25-26. The Lord also promised to
dwell in the midst of His people iverse 28, “And it shall come to
pass afterward, that | will pour out my spirit upat flesh; and your
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old steall dream
dreams, your young men shall see visionBiese promises extend
beyond the Jews of the Old Testament unto Mesgi&hsafirst and
second comingverses 28-32). The Spirit of God once again will be
poured out upon His people. If God’'s people deGicgl's blessings,
they must be obedient to God’s ways. Revival caly come to a
desperate people. A quote by another author s&ygeheration that
knows not how to engage in corporate repentanaegesneration that
is at trouble with itself.” Amen.



